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CHAPTER 1: 
“ONE EYE, ONE LEG” 
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OKAY, 
THANKS. 










































































I WAS JUST 

THINKING I 
SHOULD GO 
OUT US WAKE 


BUT 
YOURE AS 
PUNCTUAL 

AS EVER. 















































































































































I’M MORE 
RESPONSIBLE 
THAN I 
LOOK. 








I’M SORRY, 
I JUST CAN’T 
BELIEVE IT. 










IT SOUNDS } a 
LIKE KUR6- ie 

KUN REALLY 
DID BREAK 
UP WITH HIS 
GIRLFRIEND. 














































SHE’S A YEAR 


. . REALLY? 
GRADUATING a HIN THEY WERE 
COLLEGE THIS } " ) ENGAGED?. 
YEAR. SHE . p 
FOUND A JOB 
IN ANOTHER 
PREFECTURE. 


I WONDER 
IF THAT’S 
WHY THEY’RE 
SPLITTING 
UP. 


ANYWpRY, 
KURO-KUN 
IS VISITING 
TODAY, SO 

GOOD LUCK. 




























































‘GOOD 
sai LUCK’? 
a WHAT AM I 

Nites, SUPPOSED 
ae TO DOP 


































IT WAS 
TWO YEARS 
AGO THAT 
I MET THE 
YOUNG MAIN 

CALLED KURO 

SHKURAGAWA. 









































































































































































































































































I GUESS 
SOME PEOPLE YEAH 
COULD DIE oS IN THAT CASE, 
FROM THAT, I HOPE THAT YOU 
WILL FOREVER 


REMEMBER ME AS 
THE WOMAN WHO 
SAVED YOUR LIFE, 





| COME ON, IT 
BIG A DEAL. 























I'L 
REMEMBER. 








y Te 
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dares 


‘2 AKURAGAWA. 
}) VA 





WAY O 
~MAKING YOU 
ae 
Ws oa 





THAT'S 
Mm. ATI RIGHT. You 
ih, = |" \ MUST NEVER 
MeO |. THEY'RE 4g \ UNDERES- 
I = NATURALLY | ‘lt ' TIMATE A 
Hi ~NIMBLEs ~~ cee 


| \ AND, \ 
OME BREEDS | 
" OF GO THEY LIVE ||| 
_ ARE EQUIPPED EFFORTLESSLY ||| | III 
WITH-TWO RIGID, IN THEIR 
ONIFLIKE HORNS. |) ENVIRONS, BE IT 


HIGHLANDS OR 
WILD PLAINS. 











nn HORNS OF 
REMARKABLE 
SHARPNESS. 





“CALL LOVE 
AT FIRST - 
SIGHT’ | 


KURO-KUN, 3h hy 
WHAT ARE YOU é : : 
DOING? YOU 
OUGHT TO BE 
ASHAMED. 





AW . WS SS 


UM... SHE 
SAVED ME. 


ARE SO 
OBLIVIOUS. 


FOR THE 
TROUBLE. 


=P 


y 








OH, IT’S 
POSSIBLE 
SHE'S HIS 


HIS COUSIN 
IS HOSPITALIZED 





SHE SEEMED 
AWFULLY 
ENERGETIC FOR 
A LONG-TERM 








PATIENT. NO, MORE || 


THAN ENERGETIC, 
HER PRESENCE 








WAS ACTUALLY 
INTIMIDATING. 








NO, SHE’S 
NOT HIS 
COUSIN, 


. UD ' 
] ) IS KURO 
SAKURAGAWEA- 
G KUN 
f) 


iy 
) 


“t 1WHY ARE YOU 
APOLOGIZING? 


HIS NAME 


SECOND-YEAR AT 
H UNIVERSITY'S 
LAW SCHOOL, 


HI§: COUSIN? 


| (8 SHE A TALL 


WOMAN? 


N 
ty 


i Wh 
os’) al 



































THE GIRL WHO’S 
ALWAYS WITH 
HIM |S SAKI-SAN. 


_ 
JET 





OLDER THAN HE 
AND I HEARD eam IS, BUT SHE’S 
THAT WHEN HIS.., 


TO COLLEGE, 
KURO-KUN 
DECIDED HE 
HAD TO GO 
TO THE SAME 









































KOTOKO-CHAN, 
BUT I THINK 
KURO-KUN I$ 

HE'S SO OUT OF YOUR 
GOOD-LOOKING, 

AND SO FRIENDLY, 
EVEN SOME OF 

THE NURSES HAVE 

APPROACHED 

| 





BUT HE'S 
ALWAYS TALKING 
ABOUT HIS 
GIRLFRIEND WITH A 
HAPPY LOOK ON 
HIS FACE, 










ISN’T THAT 
DELIGHTFUL. 




















































































































































































































































in AND WHISK 
HIM AWAY 
BEFORE THINGS 
CAN GET 
AWKWARD, 


SHE SEEMS 
REALLY 
POSSESSIVE, 
SO I THINK 
SHE'S THE 
ONE IN THE 


WHO'S REALLY 
HEAD OVER 
HEELS. 


ARE YOU 
SAYING 
I DON'T 
HAVE A 
CHANCE? 





IF SHE’S KURO- 
KUN’S TYPE, I’M 
NOT SURE HE’LL 
EVER SEE YOU AS 
A PROSPECT. 


STRANGER 
THINGS HAVE 
HAPPENED, SO 

THERE’S NO 
NEED TO GIVE 

UP ENTIRELY, 






































THE 
GIRLFRIEND 
WHENEVER DOESN'T 
HE’S TALKING HELB 
TO A NURSE, EITHER, 
SHE'LL BUTT IN ON 
THE CONVERSATION 
WITH A SMILE 
ON HER FACE... 


SHE DIDN'T 
USED TO 
COME WITH 
HIM. 


BUT EVER SINCE 
SHE GOT WIND 
THAT THE NURSES 
WERE AFTER HIM, 
SHE'S BEEN 
JOINING HIM ON 
ALL HI6 VISITS. 
















































































































































































See ee 
I WOULD ae 


NEVER BRING MONTH. 
MYSELF 
TO TALK 
TO HIM. 





KURB-KUN || 
AND | 
SAK/-SAN 


900 


1 ARE 
GETTING 
MARRIED 
AS 500N 
AS THEY SS AIND, THEN, 


GRADUATE. | _ALMOST 
TWO YEARS 
AFTER 
OUR FIRST 
ENCOUNTER 


THEY’Ve 
ALREADY 
INTRODUCED 
EACH OTHER 
70 THEIR 
PARENTS. 





THEY'RE 
GOING TO 
HAVE THE 

ENGAGEMENT 











iN 


mis: 


4 



















































































DO YOU THINK 
KURO-SAN BROKE 
UP WITH HIS 
GIRLFRIEND? 





ACTUALLY, 
COME TO THINK 
OF IT, I DON'T : 

THINK HE’6 ss IMPOS 

MENTIONED HIS : 
GIRLFRIEND oe 

SINCE FEBRUARY C i 

OR 60, ay 


Heg 


SIBLE, =| tong 





















































































































































I'M NOT 
SURE HE'S 
TALKED MUCH 
AT ALL, 


AND 
TODAY I 
LEARNED 
THAT MY 

DIAGNOSIS 

WAS 

CORRECT. 

























DIFFICULT 


















TO JUDGE 
WHETHER 
THIS IS MY ee ee 
WS CHANCE [ / 
ABOUT == 
TIME I 
ACTUALLY @ 






TALK TO 




















Wife { 
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HELLO. 
IT’S BEEN 
Al WHILE. 















































































































































































































































































































































HAVE YOU 
=] FORGOTTEN {22 
=| THE FACE OF [7 
THE WOMAN 
WHO SAVED 
YOUR LIFEP 


LINFORTUNATELY, 
I DON’T THINK 
I'VE BEEN IN ANY 
LIFE-THREATENING 
DANGER FOR 
ABOUT TEN 


YEARS NOW. 


ae FELL OVER 
THAT GIRL BACK- 


WEBRING WARDS AND 
A BERET, ALMOST HIT 
MY HEAD/ 


IDENTIFY 
GIRLS BY 
HEADWEAR? 
W oe 
4 \ 


Yi 4 | 4) 
7 a j 










nn ss \ ; 
Phe ; : BESIDES, IF I 
: DID REMEMBER 
ANY GIRLS, IT 
WOULD MAKE 
SAKI MAD. 













ae 
Ho 


co 


IT MEANS =“ 15 KOTOKO | 

“CHILD OF fe { IWANAGA. 

THE HARP, | é 
OLD AS THE 


T WON’T 
FORGET |, 
THIS TIME. / 





AW Yl! 


| AND 
YOU’/VE BEEN 
COMING TO 
SEE HER FOR 


SUDDENLY 
I’M NOT 
SO SURE 

ABOUT THE 
PRIVACY 
POLICIES 
AT THIS 

HOSPITAL. 






































SUCH AS, 
YOUR NAME 
IS KURS 
SAKURAGAWA, 
YOU’/RE NOW 22 
YEARS OLD, YOU 
HAVE A COUSIN 
WHO HAS BEEN 
STAYING IN THIS 
HOSPITAL, 




















ISN‘T ITP | oF 
[/ 

Aint) 

A 







































































I’VE BEEN 





COMING 
TO THIS 
HOSPITAL 
FOR CLOSE 
TO SEVEN 
YEARS NOW. 


FRIENDS 
WITH ALL THE 
NURSES, 
AND I’VE 
DONE THEM 
A LOT OF 
FAVORS. 


I’M TOLD 
THAT THEY 
ARE UNDER NO 
OBLIGATION TO 
EXTEND THOSE 
POLICIES TO 
VISITORS. 


















































| YOU 
¥ DON'T 
WANT TO 
NOBODY'S KNOW. 
EVER 


KEPT IN THE 


BUT THEY NEVER 
TOLD ME THE NAME 
OF YOUR COUSIN, 

OR WHY SHE’S 

HERE OR ANY OF 

















HOSPITAL THAT SORT OF 
FOR INFORMATION. 
ANYTHING 






PLEASANT. 












































THAT’S 
WHAT HAPPENS 
WHEN YOU DON’T 
THINK BEFORE 

















































MAKING 
UNNECESSARY 
SMALL TALK 
WITH YOLING 
NURSES. THEY TELL 
AT ANY ME YOU AND 
SAKI-SAN 
RATE, NOW SAKI-SAN 
YOLIRE f 
OFFICIALLY 
ON THE 
MARKET. 





6 WOULD 
YOU MIND 
GETTING 


POINTE y ia / WOULDN'T 


YOU LIKE TO 
GET A FRESH 











YOU DATE 
ME WITH 


MARRIFIGE 
IN MIND? 












HAD A 
CRUSH ON 
YOU FOR 
TWO 
















I’°VE BEEN 
WHITING 

FOR THIS 

MOMENT. 


QO, 


UN 


NN 
\Y 


YOURE 
MORE 
DIRECT 
THAN YOU 
SEEM. 


BUT TWO 
YEARS? 
THAT’S VERY 
PERSISTENT 
OF YOU. 





a 
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bs : sot 
s Wi 
S\ Ween 
SS SY i 
As 
te 











BUT IN 
THE EYES 
OF THE LAW, 





a ( 


SA ; 
ee fp 
NR = | RT Tid 
(UD Te mea 


AO 


HAVE THE 
MEMORY . 
OF A CHICKEN XT 
OR SOME- YEAR, rm SCHOOL! 
a1 GOING To TAKE 
TANG? THE ENTRANCE 
——— > EXAM TO GET 
INTO YOUR 
COLLEGE! 





HOW RUDE 
OF ME/ THAT 
DOESN’T 
HAPPEN TOO 



































IT’S JUST, 
IF AHIGH 
SCHOOL GiRLI|/ # 
IS TELLING ME|{ / 
SHE LIKES 
ME, MAYBE 
I’M NOT SO 
WASHED UP 
AFTER ALL. 







































WAS IT THAT 
BAD WHEN 
SAKI-SAN 

DUMPED 

YOUP 


RELATIONSHIP 
FOR A WHILE, 
AND WE I’D DATED 
MADE IT HER SINCE 
HIGH 
SCHOOL. 


BUT SHE 
IS THE 
ONE WHO 
BROKE UP 
WITH YOU, 
RIGHT? 
























I’D MET 
HER PARENTS, 
AND WE PLANNED 


TO HAVE OUR 
AND ENGAGEMENT 
THEN WE CEREMONY 


BROKE UP SOMETIME 
I FELT LIKE NEXT YEAR. 


I’D BEEN 
HIT BY AN 
AVALANCHE. 











THERE WAS 
NOTHING 
I COULD 


I KNOW WHY IT 
HAPPENED, BUT 
THERE’S SO MUCH 
I CAN’T BELIEVE 
IN ANYMORE. 
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I DON’T 
THINK I’LL 
BE READY 

FOR ANOTHER 
RELATIONSHIP 
FOR A LONG 


WHATT, 
SPECIFICALLY, 
HAPPENED TO 
DRHG YOU TO 
SUCH DEPTHS 
OF SHAMEFUL 

TRAGEDY? 


C 


jf 


ESSN 


phon st 
oe ieee fe 
Ses oe 
: es sacra 
astro fas 





SAKI-SAN AND 

I TOOK A TRIP 

TO KYOTO AT 
THE END OF 


THE PLAN THE YEAR. 
WAS TO 


WELCOME THE 
NEW YEAR 
THERE AND 
MAKE OUR 

FIRST TEMPLE 

VISIT BEFORE 
THE NIGHT 

WAS UP. 























WERE WALKING 
TOGETHER ALONG 
THE KAMO RIVER TO 
THE CHIME OF THE 
BELLS RINGING IN 
THE NEW YEAR 
WHEN... 


UT awa th; 
Use Aa 
LEST ; 
mv 
Sx 





apa 
De Nines 


a 
1 
“li NN wil 


VACATIONING | 

TOGETHER 
BEFORE 

MARUAGES 
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THAT’S 
WHEN A KAPPA 
SHOWED UP, 
RIGHT THERE IN 
FRONT OF US. 


































MEAN THE 
A 
yOURE Suet degariees 
GATARS OR ' payee pg 
A vesUBEe SHOW UP 
A HYOSUBE: jie 


WATER?P 


NOCwooOo<L 

































































































































































































































































“A 
Hi lia \\\W en 
ae 4 YOU KNOW 
i A LOT ABOUT 
THIS STUFE 
IT’S PRETTY 
AD SURPRISING. 
ey 4 7 
. —== WHATEVER 
IT WAS, f 
‘KAPPA” WAS | 
THE ONE THING A FITTING ig 
I KNOW FOR ic 
Roe SURE IS THAT IT § FOR IT. 
LIFE-FORM WASN’T HUMAN, Bee 


AND IT WASN’T 


THAT MOVED [ffl yo 
AND BREATHED. | Ju AN ANIMAL. 






































ITWAS A 












FEARSOME 
THING— 

THE MERE SOMETHING WITH 
SIGHT A PRESENCE 
WOULD THAT, ONCE 
CRUSE RECOGNIZED, 








CRACK TO YOU BELIEVE THE 9 Leer = 
THE FOUN- UNBELIEVABLE. 

DATION 
OF YOUR 
WHOLE 
WORLD. 




















THE ONE WE 
MET SMELLED 
LIKE MUD, AND 




































































LOOKED LIKE IT KAPPA 
WAS ABOUT TO AREN'T 
DRAG US TO BAD. 
THE BOTTOM 
OF THE RIVER 
AND DRAIN US 
OF OUR BODILY 
IT WAS eNO THE / 7 € 
T 7 1 Sx 
RULED AN NEXT DRY, Sie 
ACCIDENT, THEY FOLIND 
THESE DAYS 
BUT THEY A DROWNED 
AND THEY CAN 
STILL BODY IN THAT ga 
DON’T SAME AREA. ; 
RECOMMEN 
KNOW THE 
DATIONS ON 
aed GOOD SUSH| /SS¥ + 
OREBISEN. /== ~ 


AMA 








‘ SAKI-SAN 
) DOESN'T BELIEVE 
IN GHOSTS 
OR SPIRIT 
PTET ALONE 
TA 
I DIDN'T SUPERNATURAL 
THINK 


MONSTERS. 
ANYTHING 


COULD 
SCARE HER. 
























































BUT ONE 
LOOK AT 
IT, AND SHE 
RAKING IN 
SHAKI | 
SHE FEAR, 
CLUNG 
TO ME. 


SOP WHAT 
HAPPENED 









































) NOTHING TO 





SPARE 
ME THE 
MUSHY 
STUFF. 
iT DOES 


SHE’S 
NEVER 
EVEN HELD 
ME THAT 
TIGHT IN 
BED. 


ENHANCE 


SHE’S NOT 
NEEDY, 
THOUGH. 

























WITHOUT | ee = 
GIVING HER , 
AND, INA ASECOND 


VOICE THAT GLANCE, - 
SHOOK WITH — 
FEAR, THE 
COWARD 
SCREAMED 
AND RAN 
OFF LIKE 
A SCARED 
RABBIT. 


LATER, SHE 
TOLD ME 
SHE DIDN’T 
REALIZE 
THAT I WAS 


THINGS GOT Ws 
= 


AWKWARD 
AFTER THAT. z= 


A JOB, AND 
= SINCE SHE WAS 
GOING TO MOVE 
ren ae 
1 7 U T 
BUT THE 
ENDING THINGS | RUNNING 


Ss 
newer ea cee So OFF PART 


ONE OF  & toe IS THE 
THOSE va FACT 
THINGS. IT 3 | OF THE 
HAPPENS. | fa) || MATTER. 




























I HOPE THIS 






















DOESN’T SCAR po ‘ ) 
HER FOR LIFE. I | | | SAKI-SAN’S 
DON’T WANT HER Z PROBABLY 
WONDERING IF IT TRAINING AT 
WAS A KAPPA THE POLICE 

EVERY TIME A ACADEMY 
DEAD BODY ABOUT NOW. 


WASHES UP 


SHE’S 
NOT SO 
HEARTLESS 

THAT SHE 
DESERVES 
TO HAVE A 
KAPPA RUIN 
HER LIFE. 

















WHO CARES 
WHAT HAPPENS 
TO THAT HEART- 
LESS WOMAN? 



































? I DON’T 
| | “lh: ee) ul CARE IF 
OR MAYBE A [Ve ye A BEE: = YOU 





























COLLEGE KID \ . “yg Wh ES |e yoy = BELIEVE 
WHO LOST HIS {me oe | co F DON’T, ME OR 
MIND FROM Cs | THEN _NOT. 


THE SHOCK OF ante Hl 
THE BREAKUP. gh CRAZY 

mnt | COLLEGE 

KID WHO 
BLAMES HIS 

BREAKUP 

Ss My, B ONA 
EITHER WAY, =| ° , my KAPPA. 
I DOUBT a i 

I’M WORTHY 
TO BE YOUR 
BOYFRIEND. 










SHOULD BE 
GETTING 
HERE ABOUT 



























































TAKING 
THE BUS, 
TOO. IT’S 
PROBABLY 
BUT WE THE SAME 
HAVEN’T ONE, BASED 
FINISHED ON THE 
TALKING TIME. 
YET. 





















you 
WERENT 
VERY CLEAR 
ABOUT THE 
SUBUECT 
OF YOUR 
SENTENCES. 






























































YOU DIDN‘T 
RUN—THE 
KAPPA DID. 


HE SAW 
YOU NEXT TO 


SCARED, AND > 
RAN AWRY. cll 








| ha i i | 
a= 
ae - 








ms 
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we 


A —oZwaae 


RUNNING 
INTO YOU 
IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
THE NIGHT. 
THEY’RE 
INTELLIGENT 
CREATURES, 
SO HE WOULD 
HAVE KNOWN 
EXACTLY 
WHAT HE WAS 
AFRAID OF. 


































































































































ba 
DIDN'T 
KNOW 
THAT YOU 
WERE 
THAT KIN 


M” 
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SAKI-SAN 
SAW THAT 
HORRID YSKAI 
RUN AWAY AT 
THE SIGHT OF 
= ig YOU. SHE SOT 

’ : er SPOOKED. S 
WHAT = WONDERED 
WHAT 3 
SHE LY y , WHAT IT 
SAID... ¥ AW . MEANT. 






































































































































































































































































wl SN/T 
THAT 
RIGHT? 

















































































































THERE’S NO 
SUCH THING 
AS KAPPA. 






YOU/RE 
WRONG 
ABOUT 
ONE FUN- 
DAMENTAL 
DETAIL. 


















I WAS 
LYING. 


I WOULDN’T 
TELL SOME 
RANDOM 
LITTLE GIRL 
THE TRUE 
STORY OF 
MY HEART- 


BREAK. BUT YOU 


JUST SAID 
YOU SAW 








IF YOU 
STILL THINK 
THEY EXI/S7, 
THERE’S THE 

PSYCHIATRIC 


THEN I : 
RECOMMEND f: 
THEY KEEP fF: 
SEEING YOU. /X 








I’VE 
ONLY EVER 
HAD ONE 
INTERVIEW 
WITH A 
KAPPA. 








BUT I 
AM WELL 
ACQUAINTED 
WITH MANY 
OF THEIR 
KIND. 
















































































THEY MAY 



















CONVERSA- 
TION ISN’T 
OVER. 























THEY’RE 
































NOT BE AS 
BUT FAMOUS AS 
THEY’RE IN KAPPA, 
THE SHADOWS 











ALL OVER 























THIS TOWN. 





Za 4, OF THE AZALEAS, 
DS IN THE TOPS OF 

Jes gp \ THE FLOWERING 
PAM, DOGWOOD 
Lg =< TREES... 









eee HAS 
YSKAI, 


SPECTRES 
DEMONS... 



















EVEN THIS 
HOSPITAL... 



















MONSTERS, Daa 






? 















Ra See SRE Cos Soe 










MOST OF 
THEM ARE 
HARMLESS, 






“THAT— 
THAT 
THING... 










008 / Ss 
TERRIFY-~ 





























AND WHEN 
THEY SEE YOU, 
THEY WHISPER 
HOW CAN TO ME. 
YOU BE SO 
SURE THESE 
THINGS 


EXIST? 






















EER wey 
THE MOUNTAINS psi pb ide 
AND THEY 
ASKED ME HBOUT TWO 
7 WEEKS WHEN 
I WAS 71. 


P 


‘PLEASE, 
BE OUR GOD 
OF WISDOM.” 

















TO MEDIATE MOST 
AND SETTLE AND SO OF THEM 
DISPUTES. | THEY NEEDED DON’T 
SOMEONE TO HAVE MUCH 
LEND THEM INTELLECT. 
WISDOM AND 


POWER, 


sstenatatstanarstenan 


























































































































































































































EXCHANGE, 
THEY HELP 
ME, TOO. 


IN FACT, 
T’/VE OFTEN 
HAD TO RACK 
MY BRAINS 
ESPECIALLY 
HARD WHEN 





OLD SELF 
ANSWERED 
THEM. 






























































SINCE THEN, 
WHENEVER A 
DISPLITE OR 
A PROBLEM 

WOULD ARISE 

AMONG 


THEM, 
THEY WOULD 


COME FROM 
ALL OVER THE 
COUNTRY TO 

CONSULT WITH ME, 

LOOKING FOR 
MEDIATION OR 
SOLUTIONS. 





(SS 


ue THEY LET ME 
KNOW, AND I 
USE THAT TO 
EARN FAVORS 
WITH THE 
NURSES. 


IF I FALL 
ASLEEP, 
THEY WAKE 
ME UP IN 
TIME FOR MY 
IF SOME- CHECKUP. 

THING GETS 
LOST IN THE 
HOSPITAL, 
THEY’LL TELL 
ME WHERE 


eas 
: =) ia 
wt 
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ee ae 


i Ke 
wh fag 
ee: 


yi 
S 








SO YOU 
CAN Look TAT 
IT UP IN T TN 
NEWSPAPERS. || KINDA 
i] HARD TO 
JULY, SIX il HARD 7 
YEARS AGO. | a 


A FIFTH- 
GRADE 
GIRL NAMED 
KOTOKO 
IWANAGA 
WENT 
MISSING 
FROM THIS 





THEY EVEN 
Aaaaetas 
A PICTUR ONE WEEK 
OF ME. LATER, THE 
| POLICE WENT 
PUBLIC WITH 
THE INVESTI- 
GATION. 









































“WHEN THE GIRL 
WAS DISCOVERED, 
HER LEFT LEG WAS 
SEVERED, HAND HER 

RIGHT EYE HAD 

BEEN REMOVED.” 


THEN, 
ONE WEEK 
LATER, AT 

DAWN... 


w THE GIRL WAS 
DISCOVERED 
ON A BENCH IN 
A CITY PARK, 
DOZING OFF 
LIKE NOTHING 
HAD EVER 
HAPPENED. 





THE 
DETAILS 
WERE WITH- 
HELD OUT 
OF CON- 
SIDERATION 
FOR HER 
PRIVACY. 


AND IT WASN’T 
FRONT-PAGE 
NEWS, BUT 
YOU/LL SURELY 
FIND IT INSOME 
OF THE LOCAL 
PAPERS, WHERE 
THEY WROTE THE 
FOLLOWING... 





OF 
COURSE, THE 
PERPETRATOR 
WAS NEVER 
CAUGHT. 


SINCE 
THEN, I 
HAVE BEEN 
THEIR GOD 
OF WISDOM. 
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CONTINUE 
THIS 
ANOTHER 
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(/, wf 
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I WAS OUT OF 
MY WITS WITH 
FEAR—I WAS 
AFRAID HE 
MIGHT EAT YOU/ 


ROO 


I HAVEN'T : 
BEEN ND HE CAN Y US 
REJECTED A POSSIBLY Pe A FINGER ON 


REJECTED SEE IN THAT ME, UNFORTL- 
OUR MOST PLINGENT, | NATE 


NOBLE Ee 
LADY/ HIS Oreos. MY 
INSOLENCE in 
KNOWS NO 
BOUNDS. 























YOU'RE ALL SO 


SCARED OF HIM. 


WHAT EXACTLY 
DOES HE LOOK 
LIKE TO YOUP 























aoe BUT TO ME, 
KURG-SAN 
FALLS INTO THE 
CATEGORY OF 
“HOTTIE.” 






























































= 
_ as DON’T EXPECT 
Wi ANY PRAISE FOR 
é | I JUDGING A BOOK 
amet BY ITS COVER, OR 
—. FOR FINDING FAULT 
—_ a IN THE OBJECT 
= z ee i OF ANOTHER 
an UY PERSON'S 
AFFECTION. 





SOMETHING 
OREADF ULL 
TERUBLE! 
oe FOUL- 
SMELLING! 


THAT’S 
NOT VERY 
SPECIFIC, 

IS ITP 




































































NOT FIT THE 
DEFINITION IN 
ANY OF YOUR 


os 
LL 
g Y yy 











































Y Qk: ARE UM, 
YOU REHDY PLEASE 
TO GO TO DON’T = 
NIRVANA? TELL ME 
= THAT SOME 
a SCOUNDREL 
NO,I WZ HAS TAKEN 
STILL HAVE Es) YOUR LEFT 
SCADS OF , EYE AS 
ATTACHMENT \ WELL? 
TO THIS 
WOULD 
I u : : 
PREFER TO iy LR 
STAY. BZ NW SFE 
a BUT THAT . I COULDNT 
Ad ite RAPSCALLION S ais : 7) POSSIBLY PASS 
VANQUISH REFUSES TO eco. | ON UNTIL I'VE 
HIM LEAVE THE . a RED Wy 
iL| STRAIGHT- [- LIBRARY, SO I AMBITION OF 
= | MUST ALWAYS : READING EVERY 
ee | (a HARLEQUIN 
| NOVEL IN 
| ¥ all : EXISTENCE. 


I WOULD 

EXPECT 

FROM 
SOMEONE 
LIKE YOU. 




















i } Way to my 
: | aA 

















ABOUT 
THAT... 





IT CLERRED 
UP BY 
TOMORROW. 





IF IT CAN GET 
KURS-SAN TO 
HELP, IT WON’T 
EVEN BE THAT 
HARD. 





WHETHER 
HE BELIEVES 
ME OR NOT, 

HE KNOWS 
BETTER THAN 
ANYONE THAT 
I’M NOT 
NORMAL. 















AT THE VERY 

LEAST, I’VE 

PIQUED HIS 
INTEREST. 





yo” 
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THE KOJIKL, 
WHICH IS SAID 
TO BE JAPAN'S 

OLDEST 
PIECE OF 
LITERATURE, 
MAKES MENTION 
OF A GOD BY 
THE NAME OF 
KUEBIKO. 








BUT HE IS 
A GOD OF 
WISDOM 
WHO KNOWS 
MUCH ABOUT 
THE WORLD. 





MORE THAN A 
FEW SOURCES 
DESCRIBE THIS 
CONDITION AS 
A REQUIRE- 
MENT FOR 
GODHOOD. 


BECAUSE HE 
ONLY HAS 
ONE LEG, HE 
HAS BEEN 


EYE HAVE ASSOCIATED 
SOMETIMES WITH 


BEEN TREATED SCARECROWS. 
AS GODS OR 
SOMETHING 
VERY NEAR. 


AND THOSE 
WHO HAVE 
ONLY ONE 


THERE ARE MANY 
INSTANCES WHERE, 
AS AN OFFERING TO 
THE GODS, A PERSON 
WAS CONSECRATED 
BY HAVING ONE 
OF THEIR EYES 
DAMAGED, SETTING 
THEM UP AS A 
LINK BETWEEN 
GODS AND MEN, 


AND 
THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD, 
GODS OF 
THE FORGE 
HAVE BEEN 
DESCRIBED AS 
HAVING ONE 
EYE OR ONE 
LEG. 
















IT’S NOT A 
CLEAN CUT, 









BUT IT'S 



























LIKE IT’S BEEN MANY 
CAUTERIZED TRADITIONS 
WITH SOME HAVE GODS 

WITH ONLY 
ONE EYE OR 
ONE LEG. 


WHAT’S 
THIS 
SCARP 









es HER RIGHT 
ee ; EYE HAS BEEN 
— TAKEN OUT, 


_ 






THERE'S NO 
NEED TO OPEN 
IT UP AND 
RE-TREAT IT, 


COMPLETELY 
HEALED. 




















Uy 


KOTOKO-CHAN, 

WHY DIDN'T YOU 

COME HOME FOR 
TWO WEEKS? 

































THAT'S 
TRADE, 


| NOT A BAD 











WAS THERE 
SOMEONE 
WITH YOUP 







































































WHAT 
HAPPENED 
TO THIS 
GIRL? 


SO THEY 
TOOK MY LEFT 
LEG AND MY 
RIGHT EYE... 
su TO MAKE 
ME INTO A 
GOD? 


@ 


cc” 














WE'LL ALSO 
CHECK ON YOUR 
PROSTHETICS, 
AND WE WANT 
COUNSELING 
IN CASE YOU 
REMEMBER 
SOMETHING, 




















FROM NOW ON, 
SO WE CAN EXAMINE 
YOUR EYE AND 

YOUR LEG. 















































CONGRATLLA- 

TIONS, THIS IS 

OF PHYSICAL 
THERAPY, 


\ REMEMBER, 












YOUR PARENTS ARE 


























































WORRIED ABOUT 
YOU, THEY SAY AND DON’T 
WHEN IT’S RAINING, GO SLEEPING IN WELL, 
YOU'LL FALL ASLEEP Mad gaieg a ae bie 
fe IT'S RAINING, 
SO WATCH 
YOUR STEP 




















THAT'S 
NOT VERY 






















CONVINC- WELL, THEY DO 

ING. SAY A CHILD 

BUT IT’S WELL-SLEPT 
VERY YOU, IS A CHILD 





IWANAGA- WELL-KEPT, 
AND DON'T 
\ Vg THEY ALSO 
a SAY GOOD 

TT THINGS COME 
TO THOSE WHO 
SLEEPP 









Ben 
jut 


nN 
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LOOKS 
LIKE THINGS 
ARE GOING 

JUST AST 
PREDICTED. 


HAVE YOU 
FINISHED 
YOUR 
RESEARCH? 
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SURPRISED 
YOU KNEW I 
WAS HERE. 





SIMPLE TO 
IFIGURED DEDUCE. 
YOU WOULD 
START BY > 
SEARCHING WU een 
THE INTERNET sh iat aaa 


TOSEEIF [iy 


WHATISAID FY / 
WAS TRLE. VL: 
-— 
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IN ADDITION, 












THE CASE WAS Nopewes 
LINSOLVED. SIX YEARS AGO 
PUT IT ALL 


THE VICTIM WAS 
A MINOR, AND 
SHE DIDN'T DIE. 


TOGETHER, AND 
THAT MEANS YOU 
WON'T GET A 
LOT OF HITS. 


















FURTHER- 
MORE, 
INTERNET 
ARTICLES 









































ONE THING wt | 
THE INTERNET = : A PRUDENT 
Wie TELL SO Ag 
YOUISTHE [ess] ea WOULD WANT 
ae See II, \ eee 
INCIDENT S| 
Sate Nee =e NEWSPAPER 
Lael Sa a ARTICLES TO 
THE LIBRARY TNT TT ee ey 
WOULDN'T TAKE a 
THAT MUCH 


AND, AFTER 
ESTIMATING THE 
TIME YOU WOULD NEED 
TO FINISH YOUR RE- 
: | SEARCH AND LEAVE THE 
WHAT DID. | : BUILDING, IT GATHERED 
YOU FINDP 4 THAT YOU WOULD BE 
wien: COMING OUT RIGHT 
ABOUT NOW. 
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ASS ML, : : 
LEMS Fue wilggs 
Wer 

































I’M ASHAMED CE ey 
TO SAY IT, BUT 































i : OTHER THAN FACT THAT A 
ii NG LOSING My GIRL NAMED 
MY FACE HASN'T IWANAGA 
A 
; SINCE GRADE Ne i ALY ieee ae 
SCHOOL. PICTURE T INCIDENT SIX 


RELEASED TO 

THE PUBLIC. "EARS AGO. 
LOOKED JUST 
LIKE YOU. 
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IT DOESN’T 
PROVE THAT 








YOU'VE BECOME Foor - 
A GOD TO EVERY af; 


MONSTER OR 
YSOKAI. 
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BUT IF IT 
IS A DELUSION, 
THEN I’M JUST A 


DOESN’T. 












GIRL WHO WAS Ay ig , 

KIDNAPPED BY /f I MAY 

SOME DEVIANT, : } HAVE aaa 
IMAGINED 0 
THE WHOLE 









AND LOST 
HER MIND 
FROM THE 
SHOCK OF 
HIS ABUSE. 









Sachin 
Soe 





















































YOU'RE 

FREE TO 

BELIEVE 
WHAT YOU 























MAY BE THE 
ONLY PERSON 
1 IN THIS WHOLE 
IBRARY\ = WHO CAIN 
e UNDERSTAND 
mM Ov. 





















































ITIS 
THEY 
WERE EITHER SES 
SACRIFICED BELIEVED 














INORDER TO 
CONNECT THE THAT 
GODS TO MEN, PEOPLE 
OR THEY WERE MISSING 
MADE INTO AN EYE AND 
ORACLES A LEG WERE 
SACRIFICES 
THE VOICE TO THE 
——=\ OFGOD. GODS. 
: Is 
: y, THAT 


IT? 
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Ss 
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SVAN 






















HAVE YOU VERY SELF- 
HAD LUNCH SERVING 
YET? IF INTERPRE- 
NOT, I’LL TATION. 
TREAT YOU. 





























WELL, SAY 
WHATEVER 
YOU WANT. 

I GUESS 

IT WAS SELF- 
SERVING 

OF ME TO BE 
KIDNAPPED 

AND 

MAIMED. 

















4 CRUNCH 








LET’‘S JUST SAY I'VE JUST 


THE WAY YOU GORGED 
THE FIRST THING’ TALK, I CAN'T MYSELF ON A 
PEOPLE THINK IS TELL IF YOU DELIGHTFUL 
KIDNAPPING — WERE RAISED TEA LUNCH 
THAT’S THE KIND INPOLITE =f Weicioou 
ALU A : VEGETABLES. 


GREW UP IN. 
IF YOU 


MARRY ME, 














WHAT KIND Vo 


OF Al NAIVE GET YOU 
ROMANTIC AH JOB, 
ARE YOUP TOO. 





ANY 
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ni A 

y Va AAA ‘ 
WAAAY 


in a S38 z. 
Veins 


vt 


GY 
WK / 
ATK \ 
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ADMIT 
I’M YOUR j ce 
load fi | | A 
TYPE: | 0 
BE SAYING | SNOCON' 
YOU AT 
LEAST GET 


__ VJ Lae SOMETHING 
Xt age r Od OUT OF ITP 
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IAN’S IF THE 7 
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HELLO, 
BRKE- 
DANUKI. 






















































PROTECTIVE i | | J \ ie 
BARRIER —— _ aa 
AROUND THE =, ! Nod 
LIBRARY 


GOING TO 
BE CHAOS. 
HELP US, 
PLEA... 







































YOU CAN’T 
SCaRE MY LADY! 
THEM LIKE WHY?! I TOLD 
YOU TIME AND 
AGAIN TO GIVE 
UP ON THAT Wiz 


THING! 









DIDN’T DO 
ANYTHING. 




















peels 
: IF T 
YOU 5 REPL BARRIER’S 
FIGHT AND DOWN, THAT 
ERASE ALL MEANS 
YOUR TROUBLE. 
DOUBTS. COME WE’D BETTER 


HURRY. 





























WAS ON MY 
WAY TO GET 
LUNCH. 


ALL MY 
DOUBTS WERE 
GONE THE 
SECOND I SAW 
A GUY CHANGE 
INTO A TANUK| 
AND ASK YOU 
FOR HELP. 





TOMORROW'S 
PAPERS MIGHT : 
HAVE AN ARTICLE | THE YOKAI IN 
ABOUT A ONE-EYED, | THE LIBRARY 
ONE-LEGGED : IS VERY CRUEL 
GIRL WHO WAS LAA AND VICIOUS. 
SLAUGHTERED AT : 
THE LIBRARY. 













A GIRL WHO 












CONFESSED 
WOULD R LOVE 
YOU EVER TO YOU— 
ALTHOUGH SHE 
BE ABLE TO MAY NOT BE 
ESCAPE THE AND YOUR TYPE— 
GUILTP SHOULD COULD MEET 
HAT HER TRAGIC 
HAPPEN, END. { 
YOU MAY 
BE THE 
ONLY ONE 
WHO KNOWS 
OF THE REAL 


KILLER... 




















I DON’T 






















KNOW —— aca 
4 a : u 
SOREN: E { FOR YOUR 
TIONAL” =e BUT I’M ee 
AT TIMES NOT QUITE 
LIKE THIS/ SATISFIED 
WITH THIS 
MANNER OF 






CARRIAGE. 
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ATATIME ‘ade , 
LIKE THIS, Wie 
WOULDN'T Op Fe 
IT BE MORE 
CONVEN- 
TIONAL TO 
CRADLE ME 













I ONLY USE 

THE CANE 

SOME 
BUTIC MY MOTHER 
sarc ae AND FATHER 







FINE ON MY 
PROSTHETIC 
LEG. I CAN 
JEON IF YOU 
TERS | 
UNDER TEN WHEN T WAS 


SECONDS. ABOUT TO FALL 


OVER, DOESN’T 
THAT MEAN 
YOU ACTUALLY 
HAVE PRETTY 
GOOD LEG 
STRENGTH? 






















BUT I HAVE 
TO BE CAREFUL 
WHEN CLIMBING 
STAIRS—THEY’RE 
HARD ON MY 
PROSTHESIS. 


















YOUR LONG- 
LEGGED 
SPRINT IS 
ENORMOUSLY 
HELPFUL. 


I DON’T 
BUY IT. 





ARE YOU 
SURE YOU’/RE 
NOT JUST 
TAKING 
ADVANTAGE 
OF MEP 












HOPING YOU 
WOULD HELP 
ME IF YOU 











THAT’S 





















































IN THE 
END, THE 
VILLAIN ATE 
THROUGH 
THE 
BARRIER/ 


YIPE/ YOU ONG 

REALLY ‘epee NAS ee] THAT’S 
BROUGHT Vice ja Ne 1 THE GHOST 
HIM WITH EF ne 

your/ 


ay 


= 
> | i | iH 
CREATURE 
IS TOO 
FEROCIOUS/ 
IT’S BEYOND 
OUR 
IT CONTROL/ 


WENT 


ON A 
VICIOUS 














ALL RIGHT, 
THAT’S 
ENOUGH. 































IN THE 
WORLDS 
OF MFIN 

AND SPIRIT, 
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I CHNNOT 
ALLOW 
ANYONE TO 
DISREGARD 
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INSULTED 
IT/ NOW 
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AWE iss i 
Git WW 
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: Oat — eo eea <iiat 
FEELINGS SOT gory NOTA IT’S IN SUC 
WERE Ww \ ve | Lb SID A FRENZY IT SORRY 
y Sars |Z m aN CAN’T MAKE EXCUSE FOR 
TRUE. id= == A » \ o~e OUT ITS A YSKAI WAS 


- SUPPOSED 
San phen as TO TAKE ONE 


: ‘ LOOK AT YOU 
AND I . a AND RECOIL 
ASSURE YOU, |. < tT L/ ‘gs =< IN TERROR 
IT HURTS ME | if A a 
TO OBJECTIFY 
YOU SO 
ON OUR 
FIRST DATE. 

















IF WORDS 
WON'T 
REACH IT, WE 
USE FORCE. 
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ory 


Silligh IT HAS 
Al HIGHER 
DEGREE OF 
PHYSICAL 
CONTACT. 


IS THIS 


Lk a 


LZ 
7S 
EE 





THIS WOULD 
BE A BETTER 
WAY TO 
CARRY ME. 


















PLEASE 
PUT ME 
DOWN. 







WE/LL 
BEATA 
TACTICAL 
RE... TREAT 
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alte 











TUNITY TO) wuat 
DO DIRTY al 


THINGS 
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\ 
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My 
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pehnshnstestesteoean 
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ae 
er 
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a neunshnstostosoehoean 


Pan 
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HOW CAIN 
YOU BE SO 
INDIFFERENT?! 
DON’T YOU 
CHRE THAT 
YOU'RE IN 
DANGER?! 


py 
THAT UNCON- 
CERNED LOOK L AW : Lg) 47% 
ON YOUR | | Vp 4. 
FACE... /M , 





y, 


ner 







ae 
th 
ee 





S ye we ) | LIPSETTING 
_ s | \ Ne 

FROM YOU, 

MISS LEAP- 
BEFORE-YOU- 








I WAS SURE 
YOU OF 
ALL PEOPLE 
WOULD HAVE 
BEEN ABLE 
TO GUESS. 
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THOSE THINGS 
ASK YOU FOR 
WISDOM. CAN’T 
YOU GET THEM 
TO TELL YOUP 





; TALK ABOUT 

4 \ THE THINGS 

| THAT TRULY 
FRIGHTEN 


THEM. 





I GORGED 
MYSELF 
ON TWO 

DIFFERENT 

KINDS 

OF YOKAI 

MEFIT. 


Vi, 
~ (TELL 





x eZ tl 


BUS? Wa ie io 










Up ' 


Hay 
ay 


I SIMPLY 
COULDN’T 
BELIEVE IT. 
WHAT DO 
YOU HAVE TO 
EAT TO TURN 


JUST WHAT 
ZB gg IS THAT 
ZL ~=__ ~. ||CREATUREP 


LLL LAA 
ET 


SEES 






ANYWAY, HER 
LADYSHIP IS 
SO LOVELY. 


WELL, 
WHATEVER. 
IT’S NONE 
OF MY 
BUSINESS. 





I’D LOVE 


TO MAKE HER {x}. 


ACQUAINTANCE 
SOMEDAY. 





PROBLEMS, 
AND SHE’S 
SMART, AND 
NICE. 


I’LL 
ASK HER 
FOR HELP 
WITH THAT 

TERRIFYIN’ 
MONSTER/ 


IF I TELL HER 
I’M TOO 
SCARED TO 
SLEEP, MAYBE 
SHE’LL SING 
ME A LULLABY 
TO HELP ME 
FEEL BETTER. 
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WH-WH... Ptr | ae | n \ J i AY NY - ‘. 
WHAT IS a C ) ‘ yy) ON “a 5 
HE DOIN’, ps : ; 
NEXT TO [PENS | 

HER LADY- |/./ anh eet 


SHIP?! 


DID YOU 
COME ALL 
THE WAY 
OUT HERE 
FROM E 
KYOTO? 






















































































OH, THAT? 
, SHOCKING, 
RIGHT? | 










INSISTED 





OUR LADY 
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I DON’T WE TRIED 




























lS TO STOP / 
eA TAD HER, TOO HOW CAN 
DEAR LADY 
SUCCUMB YOU SAY _ 
TO THAT 
MONSTER’S BUT 
POISONOUS aes 
/ 
FANGS. pape 
FIRST 









SIGHT. 





a 
Be TREMBLE a 
a ( Ni 5 q 





















») 
cuME 
“78 AND WHY 
. DOESN'T 
HE WANT TO AARHH! 
GIVE HER 


ONE?P/ WHAT 


IS WRONG SHE'S 

WITH HIM/ PESTERIN’ 
HIM FOR 
A KISS! 


DON’T BE 
STUPID/ T 
CAN’T GO 
MANO-F- 
MANO WITH 
THAT 
TERROR/ 












































Heras 
faut ! 


RNY 


BUT THEN 
IT’S ONLY A 
MATTER OF 

TIME BEFORE 
OUR LADY AND 
THAT THING 
END UP 
TOGETHER... 





7, 
SHIR LOS 
baMa 
SEELIY 
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HUMANS 
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VE 
YOU FINALLY 
DECIDED 
TO ADD 
YOURSELF TO 


MY FAMILY 
REGISTER?P! 


M/A 
Vi 
ij aM 4 


\'D a 


N\A team) 





AN /\ 


BUT IT JUST 
BUT DOESN'T 
; MAKE SENSE 
IT’S FOR AN 
NOW, TRUE... y ITS IMMORTAL 
NOW! “4 NOTHING TO SUDDENLY 
IT’S TOO rg |6CUdTO BE FEEL 
LATETO be Vai ASHAMED UNWELL. 
DENY IT! : : 


( HONEST: 


HE’S 
. EW! 
SO Als ) mf] | THE—! 
SHIRIKODAMA goa: ) THIS 
IS TRYING ar nee SHIRIKO- 
TO GET BACK DISGUS- DAMA /S 
INSIDE HIM. : TIN’! MOVIN’! 
WHAT 
ISA 
SHIRIKO- 
DAMA 










































































TRANSLATION NOTES 


Japanese is a tricky language for most Westerners, and translation is often 
more art than science. For your edification and reading pleasure, here are notes 
on some of the places where we could have gone in a different direction in our 
translation of the work, or where a Japanese cultural reference is used. 


Eating grass, page 12 

There may be some significance to this observation that Kurd is like an 
herbivorous goat. In recent years, the Japanese word for “herbivore” has been 
applied to men who are low on carnal (“carnivorous”) desires. In other words, 
Kur6 doesn't actively seek out romantic relationships. 


Oni, page 13 

An oni is a creature from Japanese folklore. The word is often 
translated to “ogre”, as oni do tend to be ugly man-eaters. 

Oni come in many shapes and sizes, but one thing they have 

in common is horns. Some have only one horn, but the most 
common depictions of oni have two, much like a goat. The word 
oni is also used to describe people who are tough, unsparing, 
and/or heartless. 





Engagement ceremony, page 19 

When a couple gets engaged in Japan, it is tradition to have a formal dinner 
during which the parents of the soon-to-be married couple exchange symbolic 
gifts. These gifts all represent things such as a long-lasting marriage, 
happiness, good fortune, etc. If Kuré and Saki are planning such a ceremony, it 
means both of their parents have agreed to the match, and there's little chance 
that either of them will back out. 


Kotoko lwanaga means..., page 24 
Kotoko isn't necessarily assuming that Kurd 
would have any interest in what her name means, 
or that the meaning of her name will impress him 
in any way. Because the Japanese writing system 
uses ideographs (one symbol that represents a 
word or idea), the meaning of her name would 
tell him which characters to use to write it. She's 
basically telling him how to write or “spell” her 
name, in case he ever decides to look her up. 





First temple visit, and the New Year's Bell, page 32 
In Japan, it's a New Year's tradition to visit a shrine or 
temple within the first three days of the new year, to 
express gratitude for the previous year and pray for a 
good new year. The New Year's Bell is rung 108 times, 
around midnight on New Year's Eve. One theory as 

to why this is, is that the number 108 represents the 
types of worldly desires that exist in the world, and 
hearing the bell ring can purify your heart of those 
worldly desires that had built up over the last year. 
However, the number of rings can vary from temple to 
temple, sometimes ringing more than 200 times. 





Gatar6, suiko, and hyGsube, page 33 

As the reader may have guessed from the context, 
these are all supernatural water creatures, like the 
more well-known kappa. All of them live by rivers 
and interact with humans with varying degrees 

of hostility. As an expert in regard to all Japanese 
Supernatural creatures, Kotoko wants to make sure 
She has all the details right. 
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Sushi and shrimp crackers, page 34 

Kotoko is referring to the fact that there is a popular chain of sushi restaurants 
called Kappa-Zushi, and a brand of shrimp flavored crackers which also bears 
the name of the aquatic creatures. 


Kannon, page 53 
=o oGoTo | ‘GonT Kannon, or Guanyin, is a bodhisattva—one who has 
| quatsome \| attained Nirvana but has come back to earth to help 
sti Hay SOueisey (| Show others the way. She is also considered a goddess 
ATTACHMENT of mercy, including leading souls of the deceased 
ENO igen Vy toward the pure land. In other words, Kotoko is going 
STAY. i, to enlist her help to send this ghost to nirvana. 








The Warrior's Way to My Heart, page 53 

The translators confess that this is not a direct translation of this particular 
novel title, but such is the way of translating book and movie titles. The 
Japanese title of the book is Mushaburui LOVE, where mushaburui means 
“trembling with excitement or anticipation,” but this particular ghost would be 
attracted to the mushga part, which means “warrior.” The translators chose to 
focus on that as the main point of the English title. 


Good things come to those who sleep, page 59 

Here, Kotoko is accurately reciting the Japanese version of “good things come to 
those who wait”, which translates more literally to, “If you want good fortune, 
go to sleep and wait for it.” Unfortunately, the English version doesn’t include 
the part about sleep, so the translators had to tweak it a little. 


Tea lunch, page 64 

More accurately, Kotoko states that she has eaten a kaiseki meal. Kaisekiis a 
very high-class Japanese cuisine, and usually consists of miso soup and three 
side dishes. When written with the Chinese characters that Kotoko used, it 
refers to a meal served in conjunction with a formal tea ceremony. In keeping 
with the high level of the meal, Kyoto heirloom vegetables, or ky6 yasai, are 
expensive vegetables served mainly in upscale restaurants, and they are very 
nutritious. ——F 


Baké-Danuki, page 66 

A tanuki is a Japanese raccoon dog. While tanuki are normal, (La 
everyday animals, a baké-danuki (or “transforming tanuki”) is : Cis 
Supernatural one capable of shapeshifting. [ae:\) 
Protective barrier, page 66 nL 
The word our tanuki friend uses here for “protective barrier” is kekkai, literally 
“pound world.” Often translated to “barrier,” a kekkai is a boundary marking off 


the border between the sacred and the profane. The area inside the barrier is 
Supposed to be protected from harm. 


Ap 





Vao Bikuni, page 92 
pie | Although Kotoko relates the significant parts 
Cais BSNc HM] «OOF the tale, the reader may be interested ina 
CTHATERTING | ona ty ~ | slightly more detailed account of Yao Bikuni. 
LEGEND OF FLESH WOLLD ee =—Ss |: There are regional differences to the story 
B — % ' 
Wee mea “yy =| ~ but the gist of it is that a man was invited to 
nETER ERTING ZS eS dinner at a fisherman's house and discovered 
; 4 by chance that the fisherman was serving 
mermaid meat. Repulsed at the idea, he didn’t 
eat the meat but wrapped it up and took it 
home to discard later. Either his daughter or 
his wife then ate the meat before he could 
warn her not to, and lived for centuries 
STS his ; thereafter. After being widowed several times 
and ieciae all her fiends she became a nun and traveled the country, helping 
the poor. 





Police boxes, page 119 

Police boxes, loosely translated from kéban, are like miniature police stations, 
spread throughout the community, bringing the police close to the community 
so they can respond more readily to the citizens’ needs. 


Pleasure crime, page 122 
A “pleasure crime,’ or yukaihan, is committed by someone who does it just to get 
a rise out of people, or for the fun of it. 


Should | take her in, page 142 
Specifically, Saki wonders if she should 
hod6 Kotoko. The purpose of hod6, which 
means ‘guidance,’ is to identify minors 
who are committing—or look like they 
might commit—a crime, and to provide 
guidance to prevent them from resorting 
to such behavior. Kotoko is suspicious 
because She is out late at night, when 
most good children would be at home. 





The Kamo River Kappa, page 166 
a ‘ a This kappa is a native of Kyoto, 
and although he used the standard 
Japanese dialect in the main story, 
here in the bonus manga, he speaks 
with a Kyoto dialect. The dialects 
from this region of Japan are often 
translated into an American Southern 
dialect. This is because people from 
this region are seen by the Japanese 
in a similar way as people from the 
American South are seen by residents of the Unites States—some are simple 
and humorous, while others are refined and proud. 


SINIGH. 








Shirikodama, page 170 

Translated roughly as “rear-end jewel,” a shirikodama is a mythical crystal 
believed to exist in humans’ anuses. According to legend, the reason kappa 
attack people is to obtain this jewel. 
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“RUMORS OF THE STEEL LADY” 
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#.¥\ ALL RIGHT? / 
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I’VE LOST 
FINGERS, 
BEEN BURNED 
PRETTY 
BADLY, 


we SINCE 
ANCIENT 
TIMES, IT HAS 
BEEN BELIEVED 
THAT EATING 
THE MERMAID 
LEGEND OF FLESH WOULD 
YAO BIKUNI BESTOW 
WHO LIVED AGELESS 
HUNDREDS IMMORTALITY. 
OF YEARS 
AFTER EATING 
MERMAID 
FLESH IS 
FAMOUS ALL 
ACROSS 
JAPAN. 





FAR AS 
“AGELESS” 
GOES, 
YOU DON’T 
LOOK 11. 








IT’S 
POSSIBLE 
THAT TI WILL 
STOP AGING 
AFTER A 
CERTAIN 
POINT. 
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I DO GROW 


OLDER, SO TI 
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I THINK NOT AGELESS 





THE OTHER 
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TIME NULLIFIED 


SOME OF THE 
EFFECTS. 
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TYPES OF 
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AND I’M SOMEWHAT 
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STANDABLE. KNOW THAT WITH SAKI- 
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VERY PICTURE 
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HAVE BEEN AN 
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INCIDENT FOR 
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AS WELL. 
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BUT FOR MY 
PART, HAVING 
YOU BY MY SIDE 
IS A WELCOME 
DEVELOPMENT, 


BOTH ROMANTI- 


AND FOR CALLY, 


SOLVING 
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FORCED TO LIVE oa 
IN CONSTANT Dee 

FEAR OF RUINED aes 

RELATIONSHIPS, sh 
AND HOLDING 


ON TO A SECRET 
DOESN’T HE CAN NEVER 
THAT EAT REVEAL. 
AWAY 
AT HIS 


HEART? 
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IF WE 
COULD JUST 
IGNORE THE 
FACT THAT MY 
APPEARANCE 
KA] DOESN’T MATCH 
RX“| WHAT APPEALS TO 
S\ YOU, THIS WOULD 
ALL BE SOLVED 
HANDILY. 








THAT’S 


PROBLEM, 
AND YOU 
KNOW IT. 
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AND WITH = SOLVED 


YOU BY MY 
SIDE, THERE THROUGH 
CONSUL 
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ANY MAJOR ; 
UPSETS. 


























YOU NEVER 
SAID YOKAI 
EXTERMINA- 
TION WAS A 
REQUIREMENT 
FOR THIS 
RELATIONSHIP: 
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COULDN’T 
SEE YOU. 












BUT IT’S 
VERY RARE FOR 
A SPECTRE TO 
SEE YOU—PART 
HUMAN, PART 

YSKAI— 
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MATELY 
TWO AND 
A HALF 
YEARS 
LATER. 




















WHAT KIND 
OF TALENT?/ 
I’M TALKING 

ABOUT HER 


Al CERTAIN 
INCIDENT 
HAPPENED 
IN THE 
DISTANT 


THIS 
NEW PART- 
TIMER— 
SHE IS 
SMOKING 
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HAS REAL 
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I’M ONLY 
RESPONSIBL 


GIVE YOUR 
TESTIMONY 
TO THE 
DETECTIVE. 
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I CAN SHE’S A 
SEE WHY— POPULAR 
WHEN I SHE’S TALL, ONE. 


FIRST SAW ' HAS A NICE 
HER, I FIGURE, AND A 
THOUGHT GORGEOUS 
SHE WAS FACE. 
A MODEL 
BEING 
POLICE 
CHIEF FOR 
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IT’S BEEN TWO 
AND A HALF 
YEARS SINCE 
I BROKE UP 
WITH KURG- 

KUN AND CAME | 

TO WORK 

HERE, 

















I SHOULD 
BE BETTER 
THAN THIS! 
















I’M THE 
ONE WHO 
AND DUMPED HIM, 
I’M BUT I STILL 
ALMOST CAN'T GET 
25 OVER HIM? 
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I ASKED 
YOU TO 
GET SOME 


YAKINI 
PND YOU Wit ME 


TOLD ME THAT 

EATING BEEF eae YO 
MAKES YOU r ? 

ILL BECALISE i YUMIHARA. 
IT REMINDS i 
YOU OF AN 

EX—YOU SAID 

THE BREAKUP 

WITH HIM WAS 
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WHY 
DID YOU 
ORDER BER THAT, 
THE GALB/* TERADA- 


MEAL? 





SO CAN I 
INVITE YOU 
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OUT FOR 
YAKINIKU 
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I WOULD 
KEEP THIS 7 pa] = SOI’M__THE PAST, 
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OKAY, 

HOW 
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I KNOW 
WE’RE OFF THE 
CLOCK, BUT DO 
YOU REALLY THINK 
THAT THE STATION 
IS AN APPROPRIATE 

PLACE TO ASK A 

JUNIOR OFFICER 

ABOUT HER 
HEARTBREAK? 



































HE TURNED 
DOWN A 
CATCH LIKE 








































INTRODUCED 
HIM TO MY 
PARENTS 
AND WE WERE 
PLANNING OUR 
ENGAGEMENT 


CEREMONY. BROKE 


I STILL UP 
FEEL BAD WITH 





BOTH OF \ 
OUR FAMILIES _ | 
WERE IN FAVOR 
OF HAVING THE 
WEDDING AS 
SOON AS WE 
GRADUATED 
COLLEGE. 

























STILL NOT 
A GREAT 
GUY, RIGHT? 





OUR PLAN 
WAS TO BE 
MARRIED 
BY NOW. 


THAT’S WHY 
YOU BROKE 
UP WITH 
HIM. 





















































































































































WITH 
KINDNESS. 


I’M 
MERELY 
STATING 
FACTS. 


wl DIDN’T 
COME HERE 
TO ASK 


AND I’M 
NOT HERE 704 OUT 


TO HURT 
YOUR 
FEELINGS. 





YOU LOOK 
ME IN THE EYE 
AND TELL ME 


THESE THINGS 
IN ALL 
SERIOUSNESS— 
HOW AM I 
SUPPOSED 
TO REACTP 








I 
YOU 
THE DRIVER eal . i HANDLED 
TO TALK ||: 
“THOUGHTHE ‘apout |t_, 
SAW A DOG THe. ES | 
IN FRONT OF , 
HIS CAR, SO HE F eee: 
SWERVED, BROKE | ‘ ae 
THROUGH THE 1 a 
GUARDRAIL, AND Hse ye : 
| ~ DROVE INTO 
THE RIVER.” 




















UNDERSTAND 
HE TOLD A 
DIFFERENT 

STORY AT 


AGITATED. 
HE HAD 
ue JUST aaa 
RESCUED 
DENIED IT FROMHIS 
LATER. HE SUBMERGED 


SAID HE 
WAS MIS- oe 


TAKEN. 























WITH A 
SHORT, 
FRILLY, RED 
AND BLACK 
DRESS... 




















008 Al N D N O 
FACE, SUDDENLY 
APPEARING IN 
FRONT OF HIS 
CAR, CHUSING 
HIM TO PANIC 
AND SWERVE 
INTO 
THE RIVER.” 
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CLUNK 
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INCLUDED HER 
LARGE BREASTS 
AS ONE OF HER 


DISTINGUISHING 











i, THAT THE 
“| COLLEGE 
STUDENT 
ORIGINALLY 
DESCRIBED 


WOMAN 
CARRYING A 
TWO-METER 
STEEL 


GIRDER... 






















/ MAYBE 
BUT THE THE DRIVER 
FEAR CHANGED HIS 
IN HIS STORY FROM 
EYES... A FACELESS 
WOMAN TO A 
DOG BECAUSE 
HE THOUGHT 
NO ONE WOULD 
BELIEVE HIM. 



























































































































1S “STEEL 
LADY 
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© OF KA, 
I WONDER IF : 


THE OWNER OF 
THIS CAR IS 
HERE TO FIND 
STEEL LADY 
NANASE, 


SO YOU'VE 
HEARD 
THE URBAN 
LEGEND, 
YUMIHARAP 


















































HAVE DON'T 
you. KNOW? 
HEARD 
OF KARIN 












I HADN’T 

































SO SHE CAME 
TO MAKURAZAKA HEARD OF HER 
UNTIL THE 
AND HOLED UP 
ACCIDENT, BUT 
IN A HOTEL TO 
GET AWAY FROM APPARENTLY 
Iv BUT IN ig SHE WAS VERY 
WAS THAT LATE JANUARY, POPULAR, 


BIG-BUSTED THEY FOUND A 
BODY UNDER A 
FALLEN STEEL 
GIRDER AT THE 
CONSTRUCTION 
SITE NEAR THE 
HOTEL. 


















SOME 
UNSAVORY 
RUMORS 
HAD THE 
MEDIA IN AN 
UPROAR, 










OUR LITTLE 
TOWN DID 
ATTRACT AN 






























WELL, ‘ al ool i AWFUL LOT OF 
NOW THEY'RE REPORTERS. 
IT WAS AN 
TALKING 
ACCIDENT, 
ABOUT HER STEEN 
AGAIN. 
STOPPED 
TALKING ABOUT 






HER, 
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SUICIDE? ep 
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THE THEORY 
THAT SHE 
KILLED HERSELF 
BECAUSE OF 
ALL THE 
SLANDER AND 
LIBEL WAS 
PRETTY 
CONVINCING, 
{uN 


SHE APPEARS 

EVERY NIGHT IN 

MAKURAZAKA 
CITY, 


OF KARIN swe wears 
NANASE!! TENN \ A COSTUME 
“ AND FROM HER 
CARRIES IN IDOL DAYS, 
ONE HAND 

THE STEEL 
BEAM THAT 

CRUSHED 

HER. 














HER 
FACE WAS 
BRUTALLY 
MAYBE CRUSHED BY 


THAT'S WHY THAT STEEL 


Hee GHost BEAM. 
HAS NO FACE, 
LIKE IT’S BEEN 
SMASHED IN. 


YUMIHARA-SAN, 
I DIDN’T KNOW 
YOU DON'T 
LIKE GHOST 
STORIES. 





MY LITTLE Yeah 
SISTER SAYS "ight 
y, IT’S WHAT ALL 


Wy Yi HER MIDDLE- AND 


HIGH-SCHOOL 
FRIENDS ARE 
TALKING ABOUT. 


THEY NAMED HER 
“STEEL LADY NANASE” 
AFTER THE STEEL BEAM 
SHE WIELDS, SHE'S 
GOING VIRAL ON THE 
INTERNET TOO, 






































BECAUSE 
SHE CARRIES A 
STEEL BEAM THAT 
LOOKS TOO BIG 
FOR HER SLENDER, 
FEMININE PHYSIQUE, 
SHE WAS GIVEN THE 




































































NICKNAME STEEL 
LADY NANASE. 


MORE OF 
A GHOST 
STORY 
THAN AN 
URBAN 
LEGEND. 


IS THERE 
SOME GHOST 
OR PHANTOM 
NAMED STEEL 
LADY NANASE 

WANDERING OUR 
STREETS? 

















CRAWLED 
OUT FROM 
UNDER THAT 
STEEL GIRDER 
AND WAS 
REBORN. 













































































IT MAKES 
FOR AN 
INTERESTING 
STORY, BUT 
IT’S NOTHING 
MORE THAN 
A RUMOR. 


















































IT’S THE EVER- 
SO-SLIGHTLY 
UNNATURAL 
RING TO IT 
THAT MAKES IT 
STICK IN YOUR 
MEMORY. 


























ONCE THAT 
OCCURRED 
TO HIM, HE 
DENIED IT ALL | 
AND STARTED : 
GIVING THE DRIVER 
mea ayer THREE DAYS 
EXCUSE. BUT HE AGO HAD 


AS & = 4 HEARD 
oe eae _ ABOUT 








WHAT HE SAW NANASE. 
UNTIL HE 
WAS IN THE 
MIDDLE OF 
| DESCRIBING 























































WHETHER IT 















WAS A DOG 
THAT JUMPED TERADA-SAN 
THAT JUMPED <ADA-S 
OUT AT HIM 
ERMI DOESN'T INTO THIS 


DETERMINED 
THAT GHOST. “cue cone 
STORIES DO , 
SO I DIDN'T 
NOT BELONG 
PRESS FOR 
IN POLICE secap 
REPORTS. 


\ INCIDENT? 








I’M NOT 


TRYING TO 
pets ACCUSE YOU 
OWN OPINION, OF ANYTHING. 
DID HE SEE A Y, 
WOMAN WITH A fe 


STEEL BEAM? 
OR DIDN’T HEP 
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THE TIRE 
TRACKS, 





THE EERIE 
FEELING 
HANGING 
IN THE 


AIR—ALL 
ee OF THAT 


WORLDLY WAS REAL. 


HAD BEEN 
THERE. 





















HE SAW 
SOMETHING 
THAT DEFIED 
ALL REHSON— 
THAT’S WHY 
HE LOST 
CONTROL OF 
THE STEERING 
\ WHEEL. 


















THEY 
WENT 





A FEW OFFICERS 
HAVE HAD PEOPLE 
COME INTO THEIR 
POLICE BOXES, 
SAYING THEY SAW OR 
WERE ALMOST ATTACKED 
BY A SUSPICIOUS PER- 
SON THAT MATCHED 
THE STEEL LADY’S 
DESCRIPTION. 
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IT’S EVEN 
MORE UNUSUAL 


TO He IT : 
TRAIGHT FROM 
THE VICTIM, } STORIES 
RATHER THAN ppt ABOUT 
HEARSAY FROM — GHOSTS DON’T 
Al THIRD PARTY. 1. USUALLY GET 
IS STEEL | ay , AS FAR AS 
LADY AN \. THE POLICE 
NANASE STATION. 
REALLY ohne. . 
THAT 
EXTRAOR- 
DINARY? 


GENERALLY 
WRITE IT OFF 
AS A CASE OF 

MISTAKEN 
IDENTITY OR 
FIGMENTS 
OF THE 
IMAGINATION. 








TERADA- )\ > OF 


NONE ATTEMPTED 


OF THEM 


BUT 
ABOUT TWO 
WEEKS AGO, 


A ee ae se WE STARTED 
Para | *@—} GETTING ALOT 
OF REPORTS... 


we THEY 


WERE e THAT SOME 
ALMOST ARE LIKE THE 
ATTACKED GUY IN YOUR 
BY A WOMAN ACCIDENT, AND 
WITH A STEEL COULDN’/T 
BEAM, SO ADMIT THAT... 
\ THEY MADE UP 
SOME OTHER 


THINK 
THERE 
REALLY IS 
A STEEL || 
OUT LADY 
THERE NANASE 
ATTACK- fas 
ING 
PEOPLEP 
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HEY, COME 
ON, NOW. KEEP 
IT DOWN—YOU’/RE 
MAKING IT 
SOUND LIKE 
I’VE LOST MY 
MIND. 























I DON’T 
BELIEVE IN 
GHOSTS, AND 
EVEN IF THEY DO 
EXIST, THEY’RE 
OUTSIDE OUR 
JURISDICTION. 




















BUT GHOST OR NO, 
WE SHOULD ASSUME 
THAT PEOPLE ARE 
ACTUALLY 
WITNESSING 
SOMEONE WHO FITS 
THAT DESCRIPTION, 
AND ARE BEING 
ATTACKED. 


RUMORS ARE 
ONE THING, BUT 
WHEN THEY START 
COMING TO THE 
POLICE ABOUT 
THEM, WE HAVE A 
PROBLEM. 




















































THAT KIND 
OF THING 
ISN’T THE 
WORK OF 
GHOSTS. 










OF A LIVING, 
BREATHING 

















SO WHAT 
YOU’RE 
| SAYING... 













































































































































































THEY SAY AND 
THE LATE 4 SHE MAY BE 


ENHANCING 
KARIN HER BREASTS 
NANASE i 
TREBGHOR. (PADDING: 
MENT OF 
OVER 100 
CENTIME- 


wlS THAT 


SOMEBODY 
SOMEWHERE 
IS WANDERING 
AROUND TOWN, 
BRANDISHING 
A STEEL 
GIRDER AND 
PRETENDING 
TO BEA 


DECEASED 
POP STAR? 





*ABOLT 39 IN. 
Fr 


YEAH. NOT 
MY TYPE, 
THOUGH. 


ARE YOU 
TRYING TO 
INSINUATE 

THAT MY 

BREASTS ARE 

SMALL? 


TO DRESS 
UP LIKE 
IT’S ABIT THAT AND 
ELABORATE SHOW UP 
FOR A IN RANDOM 
PRANK OR PLACES... 
A PLEASURE 
























































THAT NICK- 








THERE WAS 
ENOUGH TIME 
BETWEEN THOSE 
EVENTS FOR 
HER TO GET 
READY. 


RUMORS OF 

AND STEEL LADY 
APPARENTLY NANASE 
THAT'S STARTED 

ABOUT ABOUT TWO 
WHEN THEY MONTHS 
GAVE HER AGO. 

















IF SOMEONE 
WERE TO GO 
TO THAT KIND 
OF TROUBLE, 





SOME- 
THING IT WOULD 
THAT’S HAVE TO 
MORE BE FORA 
THAN JUST PRETTY BIG 
A PRANK. REASON, 
WITH A 
PRETTY 
BIG GOAL &@ 
BEHIND IT. / 
















SS 


THE 
TESTIMONIES 
AND REPORTS 
é OF DIRECT 
IT WAS DAMAGE 
ABOUT *: STARTED ABOUT 
THEN : _KOBAN TWO WEEKS 
THAT SHE Be: 
SUDDENLY 
WENT 
VIRAL. 














































































































































































































































































































































































































DO YOU 
HAVE ANY 
GUESSES 
AS TO WHY 
SOMEONE 
WOULD IM- 

PERSONATE 
A BUSTY 
GHOSTP 





























x<ehs 


DETECTIVELS: 
INTUITION? 

































































=i a PB, Tg 






































| THERE IS 
ZA, SOMETHING 
Za i Ti OUT THERE. 


























AND 
THEN SHE 
STARTED 

MAKING HER 
MOVE. 


DOESN’T 
LOOK 
GOOD FOR 
A COP TO 
BE TAKING 
RUMORS 
TOO SERI- 














CONSIDER- 
ING THE 
SITUATION, 
I HAVE 
TO TREAD 


CAREFULLY. 


] a 


: 



















TERADA- 
SAN SENSES 
SOMETHING 

OMINOUS BEHIND 














_ THE STEEL LADY'S 
LADY APPEARANCE 
NANASE SOME BIG CRIME 
IS REAL. HEOU) TOTAKE 


PLACE. 





, | BLOTRMING 
TESTOR uN 


ORGANIZED 




























































SHE'S UP 
HER. 


WHI a | y) 







I’D 
APPRECIATE 
YOUR HELP, 














































JUST 
CASUALLY 
ASK AROUND 







I’M 








MARKING A 
MAP WITH ALL ABOUT THE 

THE SPOTS RUMORS, SEE 

THERE IN TOWN WHAT YOU CAN 






FIND ON THE 
INTERNET. 


MAY WHERE STEEL 

BEA LADY NANASE 
PATTERN. HAS BEEN 
SIGHTED. 








IT’S WHEN THEY 
LURK ABOUT 
THAT YOU SENSE 
SOMETHING 
SINISTER AND 
OMINOUS AND 
GET A FEELING 
THAT SOMETHING 
IS ABOUT 
TO HAPPEN. 








POSSIBILITY 
THAT GHOSTS 
AND YSKAI 
MAY ACTUALLY 
EXIST IN THIS 
tr 2 WORLD. 











ay/ 





























































































































UE TEIN 




















































































































WHAT’S | eae 2 
THIS, / IF IT’S THE 












YUMI- i | W GHOST OF 
HARAP JZ NY KARIN NANASE 
I DIDN'T S WA THREATENING 
KNOW YOU eat || OUR CITIZENS, 

















. BELIEVED ‘= ! | WE’RE GOING 
| INTHAT || | TO HAVE TO 
STUFF: | EXORCISE 
HER. 






































YOU CAN 
INVESTIGATE 























YOURSELF 
OUT, BUT 
NOTHING 

WILL COME 










































































WHAT 
IS THIS 
ABOUT? IF 
YOU DON’T 
WANT TO 
HELP, JUST 






I KNOW 
I’M 
ASKING 
we L/VE 
NEVER SEEN 


A GHOST, BUT 
I HAVE SEEN 
A YOKAI. 



















































: , BUTIHEARD 
= THAT YOU TOOK 
NO. | - ~ 4 THAT DRIVER 





























VERY SERIOUSLY 
S Za WHEN YOU 
BUT I WILL Be ) HANDLED THE 
PLEASE, HELP \ ACCIDENT. 
CAREFUL. » /; 


















































W/// 
i \\NY YOU HAVE 
TO ASSUME 


THAT SOME 
THINGS IN 


CAN’T BE 
EXPLAINED, [TE WORLD 


OR ELSE 
THOSE 
THINGS WILL 
PULL THE RUG 
OUT FROM 
UNDER YOU. 
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wWAS YOUR 
A YSKAI OR 


A GHOST 
OR SOME- 
THINGP 









































BELIEVE IT 
EITHER, AND 
I HAD TO 
AU La bk 
BOYFRIEND. 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































| SOMETHING 
BETTER 
THAN THAT. 
OR ' 
WORSE. 
»L’M | , 
e 
NOT , 
SURE. / | 
= 52 
ae } 
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A ae 
; FOF 
S = Fy 
= Vel ee 
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SHOULD TI 

GET YOU YOU REALLY 
SOME- DO GET SICK 

THING TO WHEN YOU 


EAT MEAT. 
































I CAN’T 


PUT YOU 
SAME TO THE 


TERADA-SAN. 
THERE EXIST TROUBLE. 
THINGS 
BEYOND OLR 
UNDERSTAND- 




















SO PLEASE, 
BE CRARE- 





YOUVE 
CONVINCED 
ME THAT 
YOU HAD 
A COM- 
PLICATED 
LOVE LIFE. 







































































































































NO, 

IT JUST 
ENDED 
COMPLI- 
CATED... 






































































































































i, 
Le ee | ee ee a. 















































































































































q No [io YOU \ | 
WERE 
= = 7 REALLY . i 
aif] if HITTING IT = \ 
J 7 | if OFF WITH | ~ 
TERADA- 
SAN. 





SAN’S 
ACTUALLY YUMI- 

PRETTY SHy. HARR- 

HE’S REALLY SAN. 
PUSHING 

=| HIMSELF TO 
TALK TO YOU, 

YOU KNOW. 









Vf, 
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AND I DLEERDY A 
A i 
CENIENICe SERGEANT AND |. 


A FIFTH-DEGREE |* 
\ BLACK BELT IN | 
a JUDO! 


SAVINGS / 
NUDGE 







AND 
HE HAS 
. THAT BIG, 
=> HE’S ROUGH STRONG 
/ ~~ AROUND THE \BACK, LIKE 
EDGES AND A A STONE 
LITTLE SCARY- WALL/ 
LOOKING, BUT HE'S, 
ACTUALLY QUITE A 
GENTLEMAN/ 






















‘TLL guéT Be 
GOING NOW. 
EXCUSE ME. 





























THAT | | TERADA-SAN 
DOESN'T a Ti) 3 «16 A GENTLE- 
CHANGE THE \Aia? MAN, AND A 
FACT THAT A } VERY GOOD 

(| . DETECTIVE WITH 

SUPPORT FROM 
EVERYONE IN 
THE DEPART- 






































I’D TAKE 
KURO-KUN’S 
WEAK, 
| ~~ #&7+;3=-==CSCSsCEsSCCOdiCGserRAwny Back 














ALITTLE | WALL ANY 


YOUNGER THAN ~ \ DH”... 
I AM, A LITTLE 
SHORTER 
THAN I AM. 








SIMPLE... 
LIKE A 




















| | kein 
























rT 
TRIED TO 
w BUT TI 
, FORGET 
CANT. ABOUT « 
HIM... is 


AS MUCH AS 
IT PAINS ME, 
I CAN'T HELP 
BUT THINK 
ABOUT HIM. 


IT HAD NEVER RR ie er 11 —— 
OCCURRED . | 8 a: “a We ee 
TO ME THAT | 

SPECTRES AND 
GOBLINS AND 
THINGS FROM 
FAIRY TALES 
WOULD BE A 
PART OF MY 

REAL LIFE. 


» 


OH, YOU 
HUMANS ARE 
FRIGHTFUL 
CREATURES. 





YOU'LL EAT 
ANYTHING. 


MAKE 
ANYTHING 


) +, Am 


— 


. / Ty 
BE ami lth. 


/ : Jat, 


TA 


AND CREATE 
MONS TERS, 


Os 


A 


SN 
‘4 


Vg 




















HOW COULD 
I HAVE 
IMAGINED 
THAT MY 
OR THAT FIANCE 
ONE DAY, WASA 
I WOULD MONSTER, 
. SINCERELY uur ue 
ae le >) i WONDER... | 








wilh IT 

COULD 

GO ON 
WITH HIM. 


N \ 
a AA ? \\ 





IF ONLY WE 
HADN’T RUN 
INTO THAT 


IF ONLY WE 
HADN’T GONE 
ON THAT TRIP 

TO KYOTO, 

MAYBE I 
WOULD STILL 
BE WITH 
KURO-KUN. 
































HOW 


ENDURE 
THIS 
MISERY? 








LONG WILL 
I HAVE TO c= 








IE SHE HAD 
DIED RIG 


WHAT 
HAPPENED 
THAT DAY 
TWISTED 
THE 
WORLD I'D 
ALWAYS 
BELIEVED 


I LIVE IN IN. 
CONSTANT 
DREAD, AND 
I'VE STARTED 
TO SENSE 
THEM ALL 
AROUND 
ME, 











I HEARD 
“ HIS COUSIN 
EVENTUALLY 
WAY. 




































































































































































ANYWAY 


aoe 











I HAVE TO 
MAKE SURE 
HE DOESN'T | 
GET IN ¢ 
TOO DEEP . G I'D FEEL 
WITH THE f aK 
STEEL LADY PCED. 
NANASE ji J asges 
SAN TO 
HIS OWN 
VICES. 
Y TwouLpD me 
Ey) HATE TO SEE 
SOMEONE 


CLOSE TO 
ME GET AS 
WRAPPED UP 
IN THIS AS 
I DID. 














SHIPPER 
yl 


THIS HILL 
MAKES ME 
NERVOUS, 






















































































\ 
» 
AN ANY 
SS NM 
as 


be Sees 5 


WHY WOULD 
YOU BRING 
UP SUCH 
AN ODDLY 
GRAPHIC 
ANALOGY AT 
FA TIME LIKE 


new’ 


nae 


RR cin aT 





EXPERIENCE 
OF MY LIFE. 
WHAT DID YOU 
WANT ME TO 
COMPARE IT 
TOP 


KIDS 
TELL THE 
IDONT NU AB 7 STRANGEST 
Whe NZ Le, ere 
YOU ARE OR 
WHERE YOU/RE : 
FROM, BUT |} 
ANYWAY, THANK 
YOU FOR 





_ 





I DON'T 


{| KNOW WHO \ 


YOU ARE 
OR WHERE 
YOW'RE 














f A\ 
(\ 


A 


TAKE MY 
ADVICE... 


CONG | 
a 


Ht 
i 


y 


y 
i 
| 


H gee 
— HH . a 
ip, 





PLEASE 
THEY CALL Pe VTS Y RUN. YOU 


GHOSTS, ra ARE NOT 
MONSTERS, a HALLUCINAT- 
YSKAI, ETC. : ING. 





I DON’T 
THINK 
THAT’S THE 
PROBLEM. 


TREMBLE 


{fu . 











GIVE ME 
A BREAK/ 
I’VE HAD 
ENOUGH 
OF THIS/ 


¢ AW, 
’ W by 





=== RANIFROM 
KURG@-K UN. 


7| 


| pi y r 


AA 
= 


we 
ae oe S 
oy in = 
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C : 
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CAN DEFEAT 
HER WITH 
FORCE... 




















DON'T 
TELL ME 
SHE’S 
NOT 
























BECAUSE 
IF IT STAYED 
ON, IT COULD 
CAUSE ME 
EVEN MORE 











































































































IT’S 
DESIGNED 
TO COME 
OFF WHEN 
IT’S UNDER 
TOO MUCH 
PRESSURE. 












ay 


I DON’T 
KNOW WHO 
YOU ARE OR 


WHERE YOURE | 


FROM, BUT I 
ADMIRE YOUR 
COURAGE. 


PLEASE 


















































ARE wl 
YOU SOME COULDN'T 
KIND OF TOUCH IT. 
AYOKAI, WHY COULD 
TOOP YOUP 


LET'S ) 5) 
SAY I'M 

SOME- St 
WHERE € 

IN THE 
MIDDLE. 


AND 
PLEASE KEEP 

















MY PRESENCE I WILL (> 
HERE A SECRET. I TAKE CARE |((( 
WOULDN’T WANT OF STEEL 


TO GET INVOLVED rN LADY 
WITH THE 2 NANASE 
POLICE. , | 


THAT'S SOON. 















































































































































YOU CAN 
TELL ME 
ALL ABOUT 
IT AT THE 
STATION. 





h, 
i 
| 








YOUR LEG 
MAY BE FINE, 
BUT YOURE 
COVERED IN 

SCRAPES AND 


BRUISES. I’LL 
RELATIVES 


WITHOUT 
GOOD 
REASON. 
































THE POLICE ALREADY 




















HAVE REPORTS OF 

















CASES WE BELIEVE 














teArric \ TO BECONNECTED 























TO THE STEEL LADY. 














I CAN’T JUST 




















IGNORE THIS. 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































ARE YOU... 
SAKI-SANP 




















AND YOU'VE 
{ LOST SOME 


WEIGHT. LAN 


I MEAN, I | 

WOULDN'T [2lllg 
LET YOU 

DIE, BUT... 


y Ny 
fi Hf - 
y! ip 
Wa 
off 
y, if 


a 
+ 
ar 


AN, 


Ay \\\\\4 
Ly HW YOU WERE 


°)_Hf SAKI-SAN, I_ 


WOULDN'T 
HAVE 
HELPED / 



















I WANT 
AN EXPLA- 
NATION. 
ONE THAT 
MAKES 
SENSE. 



















WE HAVE MET 
ONCE BEFORE, 
BUT THIS IS 
THE FIRST 
TIME I’VE 
INTRODUCED 
MYSELF. 


O 
MEMORY 
OF EVER 
MEETING 
YOU. 
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Il 
i 
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KURO 
SAKURA- 
GAWA- 
SENPAI’S 


, CURRENT 


G/IRL- 
FRIEND. 
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MY NAME 
IS KOTOKO 
IWANAGA. 


ay 
/@ : 
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———- 


: 
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es, == 
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IN/SPECTRE 








As for the content of this particular volume, while the plot and dialogue 
are pretty much straight from the novel, there are scenes, expressions, 
and ideas everywhere that are unique to the manga, and it’s turning 
into something that will have different highlights from the novel, giving 
readers a different impression. ln fact, an acquaintance of mine read 
Chapter 1 and said, “It’s so faithful to the novel, but so much more 
refreshing.” 


Even the same scene with the same lines will have differences; maybe 
it’s because the humanity of the writer shows through. lt’s scary. 


Incidentally, the title makes reference to detective work, but there is 
nothing resembling a mystery story in this book; instead, we have yokai 
and ghosts, and on top of that, it focuses on people with powers that 
aren't really explained. So if anyone picked it up hoping for a mystery 
manga, and youre getting mad and thinking, “Are you going to have any 
mystery in this at all?!”, then direct all your complaints to me, because 
it’s faithful to the original. 


The story should become a little more of a “mystery” as it goes on (there 
are police officers in it, after all). When the novel was published, l got 
reviews from both camps, claiming that it was a mystery novel and that 
it wasn’t one. In regards to that, | hide behind my excuse of, “It’s made 
of the same substance as mystery.” 

That’s really not very refreshing, is it? 


Well, | hope you'll read the next volume. 


Kyo Shirodaira 


l am Kyo Shirodaira, the one credited on the cover and 
frontispiece as writing the “story.” This is volume one. To 
those of you who know my name and those who don’t, 
thank you for picking up this book. 


Now, this manga, known as /n/Spectre, is the graphic 
novel version of the story l wrote as a novel in 2011, and 
published as /nvented Inference: Steel Lady Nanase. At the 
time that | was writing the novel, | had no idea that it would 
become a manga. 


And this time, | didn’t write any new scenarios or tweak the 
continuity like | often do with manga of my work; | just gave 
Chashiba Katase-sensei the book and said, “Don’t worry 
about my feelings at all, just draw whatever you think is 
interesting in whatever way you think it’s interesting. If 
possible, l’d prefer you don’t make it too serious.” It’s a 
pretty different relationship than what l usually have with 
a manga artist. 


Because Chapter 1 was the first one, and we were just 
Starting out, | did make some comments before it was 
drawn about some lines of dialogue and the story details, 
but other than that, | had no idea what was going on with 
it until it was published in the magazine. l just sat back 
and thought to myself, “Wow, l’m not doing anything, but 
this is really turning into a good manga. There are more 
good scenes than there were before.” Part of my lack 
of involvement comes from a fear that, since the story 
already exists as a published novel, if | were to get too 
involved, the manga would be constrained by the novel. l 
felt it would be a better manga if | left it to someone else’s 
interpretation and story sense. 
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